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REVIEW OF LOCAL AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT – 
CHANGES TO GUIDANCE AND REPORTING

1. Summary

1.1 Defra are carrying out the final stage in a three part consultation covering a 
review of Local Air Quality Management (LAQM) delivery in England. 

1.2 The report sets out the Council’s view on the proposed changes and a response 
to the consultation which is contained in Appendix A.

1.3 Defra’s review of Local Air Quality Management provides an ideal opportunity for 
Dartford to restate its approach to LAQM and produce a new action plan in 
accordance with the proposed Defra changes.

 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1 That Members agree the consultation response to Defra as detailed in 
Appendix A.

2.2    That an awareness campaign and public consultation on Air Quality be 
undertaken to assist in the production of a new air quality action plan for 
Dartford.

3. Background and Discussion

3.1. Part IV of the Environment Act 1995, places a statutory duty on local 
authorities to periodically review and assess the air quality within their 
area. Where it appears that the air quality objectives will not be met by 
the designated target dates, local authorities must declare an Air 
Quality Management (AQMA) and develop action plans in pursuit of 
those objectives.

3.2. Whilst reviews of local air quality management (LAQM) have concluded 
that local authorities are very effective at diagnosing air quality hot 
spots, they are less effective at implementing measures to improve air 
quality and very few Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) have 
ever been able to be revoked.

3.3. Despite measures to improve air quality, the UK like many other 
Member States, is having problems meeting EU Air Quality standards 
particularly for nitrogen dioxide and are subject to EU infraction 
proceedings for breaching the Air Quality Directive with regard to 
nitrogen dioxide exceedance. This exeedance in part is caused by the 
poor abatement performance of euro standards for certain vehicle 
classes and also increased use of diesel by the vehicle fleet.
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3.4. Defra are carrying out the final stage in a three part consultation 
covering a review of Local Air Quality Management (LAQM) delivery in 
England. 

3.5. The Defra consultation sets out changes to guidance and reporting to 
help local authorities focus on taking action to improve air quality and 
reduce priority pollutants.

3.6. The main changes to the LAQM framework are:

 Introduction of an Annual Status Report (including public facing 
executive summary) to replace Updating and Screening 
Assessments, Detailed Assessments, Further Assessments, 
Progress Reports and Air Quality Action Plan Progress Reports.

 Option for fast-tracking AQMA declaration – to cut down on 
delays and speed up the process for producing action plans.

 Introduction of an Action Plan Template – to reduce burden on 
authorities and ensure greater consistency.

 Removal of requirement to report on four historic pollutants 
which are now under control. 

 PM2.5 role for local authorities – to improve public health with 
regard to the indicator within the Public Health Outcomes 
framework.

 Clarification of roles and responsibilities – guidance now clearer 
about legal obligations and best practice.

 Updating/improving policy and technical guidance – guidance 
now updated and strengthened.

3.7. The proposed responses to the Defra consultation questions are 
included in Appendix A.

3.8. Dartford Borough Council has declared four Air Quality Management 
Areas: A282 Tunnel Approach Road, Town Centre and Approach 
Roads, London Road and the Bean Interchange.

3.9. These AQMAs have been declared predominantly as a result of 
nitrogen dioxide emissions from traffic sources.

3.10. Air Quality actions plans have been produced, however many of the 
measures within the plans have either been implemented or have been 
ruled out due to infeasibility.

3.11. Levels of nitrogen dioxide have not improved in Dartford in line with 
predicted improvements from the time the actions plans were 
produced.
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3.12. In recent years the evidence associating nitrogen dioxide with health 
effects have strengthened and it is now estimated that the effects of 
nitrogen dioxide on mortality is the equivalent to 23,500 deaths 
annually in the UK.

3.13. It is important for Dartford to have an up to date robust action plan in 
place to try to tackle the issue of nitrogen dioxide pollution. The plan 
will also provide a defence against the threat of the passing down of 
any EU fines under the Localism Act. 

3.14. Defra’s review of Local Air Quality Management provides an ideal 
opportunity for Dartford to reinstate its approach to LAQM and produce 
a new action plan in accordance with the proposed Defra changes.

3.15. The new proposed guidance reinforces the responsibility that County 
Councils have with regard to air quality particularly where traffic is the 
primary cause of air pollution.

3.16. It is proposed that prior to the production of new action plans, a public 
awareness and consultation exercise is carried out to maximise buy in 
from all relevant stakeholders.

4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan

This relates to the corporate plan theme of Environment and Transport.

5. Financial, legal, staffing and other administrative implications and risk 
assessments

Financial Implications Costs can be contained within existing 
budgets

Legal Implications None 

Staffing Implications None

Administrative Implications None 

Risk Assessment No uncertainties and/or constraints

6. Details of Exempt Information Category

Not applicable

7. Appendices

Appendix A – Consultation Response
Appendix B – Glossary of Terms
Appendix C – Air quality monitoring summary 2014
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